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This weekend the group of NCAA Division I FBS conferences
known as the “Power 5” and the “autonomy schools”
approved long-talked about changes to their Division I
governance laws. Reports from this year’s convention via
USA Today showed that while they passed, it was not without
disagreement.

The “cost of living” amendment passed 79-1 with the lone vote against raising concerns about the
residual effects of such a change. It allows for schools to cover incidental costs associated with
college in addition to tuition, room, and board. A proposal to allow for student-athletes to be able to
receive guaranteed four-year scholarships barely passed, with representatives from the SEC and Big
12 among those arguing against the concept. These votes are significant for UAB as a member of
Conference USA given comments made by league commissioner, Britton Banowsky, before the
beginning of the academic year suggesting members schools were prepared to pay athletes the full
cost of attendance. A look at publicly available numbers tell a different story.
The Chronicle of Higher Education published a report in March 2014 titled “An Era of Neglect.” The
accompanying database was the one referenced by Yellowhammer News in the post published in
September and cited previously in this series. Below is a table showing data compiled from both that
database and one maintained by USA Today since 2005 showing revenues, expenses, and subsidies
for public colleges and universities participating in collegiate sports. Ours extracts data from the
USA Today database while adding two additional pieces — the percentage of the overall budget for
the institution compromised of state appropriations and the change of percentage between where it
was in 1987 and in 2012 — from the Chronicle for Higher Education’s database. A decision was
made to focus on member schools in both Southeastern Conference and Conference USA to provide
context and perspective. Adding the numbers in the last two columns together (and remembering to
add the number in the last column instead of subtracting, so, for example, taking 29.9 and 26.1 —
and NOT -26.1 — for Florida) will give you will allow you to determine the institution’s total state
appropriation in 1987 (56% for our example).

School

Total Revenue

Total
Expenses

Total
Subsidy

%
overall
%
budget
% +/Subsidy from 1987-2012
state,
2012

Florida

$130,011,244

$106,972,983

$4,444,516

3.42

29.9

-26.1

Georgia

$98,120,889

$96,904,626

$3,237,955

3.30

39.6

-17.9

Kentucky

$95,720,724

$93,423,628

$847,079

0.88

41.9

-16.7

Missouri-Columbia $76,306,889

$70,276,015

$1,515,000

1.99

31.1

-19.3

USC-Columbia

$90,484,422

$89,097,412

$2,537,697

2.80

21.6

-30.7

TN-Knoxville

$111,579,779

$110,269,194

$12,434,056

11.44

42.2

-10.5
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Alabama

$143,776,550

$116,607,913

$5,791,200

4.03

27.0

-28.4

Arkansas

$99,770,840

$92,131,933

$2,027,439

2.03

46.2

-13.0

Auburn

$103,680,609

$103,126,413

$4,315,584

4.16

34.8

-20.7

LSU

$117,457,398

$105,312,018

0

0

42.4

-15.2

Ole Miss

$73,390,050

$71,315,807

$3,831,598

5.22

27.7

-19.7

Miss. State

$62,764,025

$57,362,224

$3,000,000

4.78

36.7

-12.0

Texas A&M

$93,957,906

$85,114,588

$590,973

0.63

32.5

-16.9

UAB

$28,159,249

$27,544,633

$18,070,530

64.17

33.0

-5.0

Florida Atlantic

$24,538,411

$21,967,412

$16,590,468

67.61

49.4

-23.2

FIU

$28,332,261

$26,275,579

$21,969,608

77.54

34.5

-32.6

LA Tech

$18,570,493

$18,444,386

$9,214,682

49.62

37.6

-14.2

Marshall

$27,587,274

$28,337,108

$14,462,623

52.42

43.9

-16.3

Middle TN St.

$27,667,552

$28,716,516

$19,613,161

70.89

25.6

-41.6

UNC Charlotte

$26,681,829

$26,122,465

$18,667,994

69.97

50.3

-17.0

North Texas

$28,800,436

$28,926,470

$17,628,426

61.21

34.2

-29.1

Old Dominion

$36,929,483

$35,561,455

$27,089,358

73.35

43.8

-16.5

Southern Miss

$22,776,416

$22,399,056

$9,802,774

43.04

35.9

-15.0

UTEP

$29,017,848

$28,964,808

$14,818,397

51.07

34.9

-17.9

UTSA

$23,807,953

$24,891,193

$14,559,322

61.15

32.1

-26.0

WKU

$27,606,401

$27,607,401

$16,414,010

59.46

35.1

-31.0

It’s worth noting that UAB saw the smallest reduction in state appropriations among the schools
with records available (both Vanderbilt and Rice are private institutions). They received the third
lowest state appropriation percentage-wise in C-USA while providing more than 64% in subsidies to
athletics (the sixth highest amount by percentage in the conference). There are also four member
schools in C-USA in 2013 with expenses exceeding revenue (Marshall, Middle Tennessee St., UT-San
Antonio, and Western Kentucky). The school with the second highest subsidy by percentage in CUSA (Old Dominion, 73.35%) is one of three in Virginia that may be specifically affected by proposed
legislation mandating that its 15 state-funded institutions derive no more than 70% of their athletic
budgets from student fees and other subsidies from their general budgets. Schools participating in
the Football bowl Subdivision would not be able to spend more than 20%, meaning they could
potentially be forced to withdraw from C-USA (as reported late last week on PilotOnline.com). It
would also prevent student fees and tuition from being raised solely for the purpose of funding
athletics.
It makes sense to revisit NCAA president Mark Emmert’s comments after the announcement of the
discontinuation of three athletic teams at UAB — via video — and in light of the collected data.
CORRECTION – 5:15 p.m., 1/19/2015: An earlier version of this post stated that UAB had the
eighth highest athletic subsidy in Conference USA. It has the sixth highest.

